
Year 1 and 2 

Writing and 

SPaG Workshop



Aims

 To explain what is taught in Writing in Year 

1 and 2

 Explain some of the concepts to allow you 

to support your children at home



Phonics Screening in Year 1
All children across the country have to participate in a 

phonics screening check during the Summer term. This will 

consist of a 1:1 short test which is done with an adult. All 

children will be asked to use their phonic knowledge to 

segment and blend a selection of real and alien words.  

The pass mark is not announced until after the screening 

has taken place. 

To support this, phonics is taught in year 1, looking at 

alternative sounds such as ‘aw’ in awful and ‘au’ in 

autumn to support the test. An example of the test is on 

the next page.

Any children who do not pass will re-take the test in year 2 

and these children receive phonics lessons as well as 

spelling in year 2. 





 Although reading will be covered in 

another presentation, supporting your 

child’s reading at home will support their 

progress in writing. Reading a variety of 

both fiction and non-fiction texts will 

support their understanding of language 

which will in turn, support their writing.



What is Taught and When

 Over a half term, the children are taught 

3 genres writing, poetry, fiction and non-

fiction.

 Each of these are usually taught in two 

week blocks and will relate to a particular  

text or author that is the focus of the year 

group.



Poetry

The children will use a focus poem 
and will look at the language and 
layout such as verses, repetitive text 
and rhyming.

Children will explore the language 
together and experiment with 
creating their own versions.



 The class will work on a focus text and will create a ‘tool 

box’ which consists of all the elements that are required in 

their writing. This provides them with structure when writing 

independently.

 We use Alan Peat’s Boxing Clever which supports sequential 

story writing and breaks the story writing into sections with 

pictures, these sections are: who? Where? Where Next? 

What Goes Wrong? Who Helps? Where Last and Feelings? 

This allows the children to write in supported blocks over a 

period of two weeks and to ‘magpie’ sections to support 

independently writing. The children will also put actions to 

the story that they can then recite when writing.

Fiction



Non-Fiction
 Once again, we use Alan Peat resources to 

support the range of non-fiction that we 
study. This will be topic based writing such as 
diary writing in year 2 for the Great Fire of 
London and letter writing in year 1 for their 
topic about T-Rex on Tour!

 Tool boxes will be created to support the 
writing of these and other examples of non-
fiction that are taught are non-chronological 
reports, recounts and instructions.



SPaG – What does it mean?

Spelling

Punctuation

and

Grammar



Spellings
Children will receive weekly spellings that 
relate to the high frequency words for 
their year group and to the spelling rule of 
the week. They are encouraged to read, 
write and use these in context.

As well as this, they will also be taught a 
range of spelling rules such as silent letters 
like ‘knight and gnaw’ and alternative 
sounds such as j/ge/dge





Punctuation
 Basic punctuation is taught from EYFS and is 

continued into year 1 and 2. There is focus on 
correctly used capital letters like at the beginning 
of a sentence and for proper nouns such as the 
name of a person or place and the personal 
pronoun ‘I’. As well as this we teach the use of 
commas, question marks, exclamation marks and 
finger spaces. In year 2, there will also be a focus 
on the use of apostrophes for possession (Jack’s 
apple) and in contractions (I’m, don’t can’t)

 This is all taught by using Kung-Fu punctuation 
which encourages actions to support the 
punctuation (see the next slide of examples).



Kung-Fu Punctuation



Grammar

 The children are taught to use past and 

present tense correctly 









Handwriting

 In Year 1 we continue with the use of the 

handwriting rhymes the children were 

familiar with in EYFS and this is taught in 

formal handwriting lessons. In year 2, this 

continues but with an emphasis on joining 

letters. 



What you can do at home

 Support the children with their homework 

and weekly spellings.

 Encourage your child to write for different 

purposes such as the shopping list, a letter 

to a family member, an invitation or 

create your own Boxing Clever story from 

magazines.

Have fun with writing!!



Books to help
• Oxford Primary Grammar, Punctuation 

and Spelling Dictionary
• Barrington Stoke School Spelling 

Dictionary

Website for help
• www.oxforddictionaries.com/schools
• www.theschoolrun.com/primary-literacy-

glossary-for-parents
• National Curriculum – spelling
• National Curriculum – Vocab, grammar 

and punctuation 
• https://kidthesaurus.com

http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/schools
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/239784/English_Appendix_1_-_Spelling.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/335190/English_Appendix_2_-_Vocabulary_grammar_and_punctuation.pdf
https://kidthesaurus.com/

