
Year 3 & 4
Writing & SPaG Workshop



Aims

• To explain the types of writing covered in 
Lower Key Stage 2.

• To help with the concepts covered and 
introduced in the year groups.



• Reading is a focus at Thorpedene
and the more you can read with 
your child at home, the better! 
This will support their 
understanding of language within 
different texts.

• Having a balance of both fiction 
and non-fiction helps

• They will then use this language in 
their writing, which in turn 
improves their writing ability.



Poetry

We begin a unit of work with a week or two on 
poetry. This will link to the topic, or to the next 

genre of writing, or both.

Poetry helps the children to develop their 
language skills and helps to increase their 

vocabulary.

We have recently been exposing the children to 
higher-level poetry and prose to further increase 

their vocabulary and ability to infer meaning.



Writing fiction
• We begin by reading a text together and unpicking 

what makes it good (creating a toolbox).
• We then use this to write our own version as a class. 

We often use an idea from Alan Peat called Boxing 
Clever. This focuses the children on key areas to 
develop their paragraphs: Who? Where? Where 
next? Why? What goes wrong? Who helps? Where 
last? Feelings.

• The children use this class version to write their own 
and are encouraged to ‘magpie’ the bits they 
particularly liked.

• They will plan and write their own story using the 
structure and ideas created during the week.



Writing Non -fiction

Finally the children will balance their 
understanding of writing, by writing a non –fiction 
text.
These can include any of the following depending 
on the topic chosen:-

• Reports
• Non-chronological reports
• Newspaper reports
• Explanations
• Instructions/ Recipes
• Recounts



SPaG and what it means

• S = spelling

• P = punctuation

• and

• G = grammar



SPaG

• In Year 3 and 4 SPaG is taught through English. 
We often have a focus area that we want to 
see in their writing that week. 

• There are times when we focus weeks or days 
on SPaG if and when we feel there is the need.

• We practise spellings regularly within our 
lessons.

• We make great use of Alan Peat’s Sentence 
types to give good examples of how to use 
certain punctuation or sentence structures.

https://alanpeat.com/


Alan Peat



Assessment

• When the children complete writing tasks 
independently, we can use these for 
assessment purposes. 

• Using the tick sheets help us to assess 
whether the student it working towards/at 
the expected standard or at greater 
depth. 

• It also aids us with planning the areas that 
we still need to work on and set up 
interventions for.



Grammar
• The children have lots of different 

vocabulary to learn and how to apply 
this to their writing.

• Supporting your child with the basics 
will really help them become more 
confident at school.



Standard English

• They will need to use standard English 
in all writing, unless the writing calls for 
slang (informal language) to be used.

• For example - in diaries, speech and 
letters to friends.



Noun phrases

• A noun phrase is a noun and any words that go with 
it. A noun phrase can go anywhere in a sentence 
where a noun or a pronoun might go. 

• The simplest noun phrases are either a noun on it’s 
own (e.g. I don’t like dogs), or a noun with a 
determiner (e.g. I don’t like the/that/your dog).

• A noun phrase can also be extended with a 
prepositional phrase: this is a prepositions (such as 
with, under, on) with a noun, that describes the 
main noun in the noun phrase (e.g. the dog in the 
garden).

• These can include an adjective to modify the 
description given by the noun, e.g. in the tidy 
garden



Determiners

Words which introduce a noun.
• Articles

– the/a/an

• Demonstratives
– this/that/these/those

• Possessive determiners
– my/your/his/her/its/our/their

• Quantifier determiners
– Numbers/several/most/some



Pronouns
A word that replaces a noun in a 
sentence. They are used to avoid 
repeating the same nouns over and over 
again.

For example, “Jeremy ran so fast, you’d 
think his life was on the line.”

Common pronouns include:

I, me, mine, she, he, it, we and us



Paragraphs



Conjunctions



Conjunctions



Fronted Adverbials



Prepositions



Present Perfect vs Simple Past

• Simple past
– I bought a new bike 

• Just reporting what I did in the past.

• Present Perfect
– I have/I’ve bought a new bike.

• Expressing that I have a new bike now



Writing with your child

The times you help your child with writing 
generally are for their homework.

The children are asked to complete different 
types of writing from poetry to letters and non-
fiction writing. We would ask that your child has a 
go at the writing independently and then you could 
support with improving it.

If the children are researching in order to 
complete a written task, the biggest help is to get 
your child to read the information they research 
and try to write it out in their own words.



Handwriting

Practise Hand Writing!

This needs to be legible, 
fluent and joined.



Helping with punctuation

Getting them to identify and understand the 
different punctuation types and where to put them 
into a sentence

• The main ones to know are:-
• Capital Letters
• Full Stops
• Question Marks
• Exclamation Marks
• Commas
• Apostrophes
• Inverted commas



Helping with capital letters

Working consistently and not mixing them up at 
home helps.

• Not writing in capital letters when they are 
practising any spelling unless it needs it. 

• Always putting capital letters at the beginning of 
sentences, names, months, days and names of 
places.

• Correcting them, when they have capital letters 
in the middle of words or sentences.



Helping with punctuation

The next piece of punctuation to work on is commas

• Using them as part of a list.

• Or in a noun phrase.

• To show an embedded clause.

• Or separating a fronted adverbial or sentence 
opener at the beginning of sentences.



Helping with punctuation

The next piece of punctuation to work on is 
apostrophes

• For contractions:
• Can’t, don’t, I’m, etc.

• For possession:
• Jacob’s school bag
• The dog’s bone

• For possession with plurals
• The children’s work was superb.
• The students’ grades.



Helping with punctuation

The next piece of punctuation to work on is 
inverted commas (speech marks)

• In Year 3, speech should be 
demarcated with inverted commas:
“hello” said Fred.

• In Year 4, we would be expecting inverted 
commas and other punctuation to be used to 
indicate speech.

• “Hello,” said Fred.



Supporting your child with 
spelling

The children should have a set of spellings to learn 
every week.

They are taken from our Rising Stars spelling 
scheme which incorporates the national curriculum 
word lists and are the spellings/patterns they need 
to know.



Supporting your child with 
spelling

• Word families – showing how words are related 
in form and meaning – e.g. solve, solution, 
dissolve, insoluble

• Prefixes– formation of nouns using prefixes 
(super-, anti-, auto-)

• Using the forms of a or an according to whether 
the next word begins with a consonant or vowel.

• Suffixes (-ing, -er, -ous, -tion, -ssion, -sion, -cian



Supporting your child with 
spelling

Mnemonics – this is when you make up a phrase that 
will help your child to remember the letters in a 
word

SAID – strawberries and ice-cream, delicious

BECAUSE – big elephants can’t always use small 
exits.





Things to help you and your 
child with writing

Getting a dictionary  - helping them to 
find spellings and being confident with 

the alphabet.

Getting a thesaurus – to help them to 
find more interesting words to use in 

their writing.



Books to help

• Oxford Primary Grammar, Punctuation and 
Spelling Dictionary

• Barrington Stoke School Spelling Dictionary

Website for help
• www.oxforddictionaries.com/schools
• www.theschoolrun.com/primary-literacy-

glossary-for-parents
• National Curriculum – spelling
• National Curriculum – Vocab, grammar and 

punctuation 

http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/schools
http://www.theschoolrun.com/primary-literacy-glossary-for-parents
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/239784/English_Appendix_1_-_Spelling.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/335190/English_Appendix_2_-_Vocabulary_grammar_and_punctuation.pdf


Most importantly,
have fun writing 

with your 
child and please 

support them with their 
homework!


